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GUIDANCE ON GAZETTE NO. 43188 
PUBLIC FINANCE MANAGEMENT ACT, 1999: EXEMPTION FROM ACT AND REGULATIONS  

 
Introduction 
On 31 March 2020, the Minister of Finance signed Gazette No. 43188, Public Finance Management Act (1/1999): Exemption from Act and 
Regulations, exempting functionaries and institutions from complying with the deadlines contained in the following sections and regulations of 
the PFMA for the 2019/20 financial year as a result of the National State of Disaster: 
 
(a) sections 8(1)(b), 8(5), 19(1)(b), 19(5), 40(1)(c), 40(1)(d), 55(1)(c), 55(1)(d) and 65(2) of the Act; 
(b) a regulation made or instruction issued in terms of section 76 of the Act which is associated with the provisions referred to in paragraph (a).  
 
The relevant functionary or institution must comply with a provision referred to above within one month after the deadline in the applicable 
provision.  
 
If the lock-down regarding the movement of persons and goods as a result of the national state of disaster is extended, the relevant functionary 
or institution must comply with a provision referred to in subparagraph (1) within two months after the deadline in the applicable provision. 
 
A copy of Gazette No. 43188, Public Finance Management Act (1/1999): Exemption from Act and Regulations can be downloaded from the South 
African Government website - https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202004/43188gon437.pdf 
 
 
 
 

Every effort has been made to ensure that this document is correct. Nevertheless this document is given purely as guidance to members of SAICA to 

assist them with particular problems relating to the subject matter and SAICA will have no responsibility to any person for any claim of any nature 

whatsoever which may arise out of or relate to the contents of this document. 

https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202004/43188gon437.pdf
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The following table reflects the extended deadlines: 
 

Section Details Applicable 
Institution 

Deadline 
per PFMA 

Extension 
deadline 

Extension of 
deadline if 
lockdown is 
extended 

8(1)(b) Annual consolidated financial statements- The National 
Treasury must submit those statements for audit to the 
Auditor-General within three months after the end of that 
financial year. 

National Treasury 30 June 31 July 2020 31 August 
2020 

8(5) If the Minister fails to submit the consolidated financial 
statements and the Auditor-General’s audit report on those 
statements to Parliament within seven months after the end 
of the financial year to which those statements relate— 

(a) the Minister must submit to Parliament a written 
explanation setting out the reasons why they were 
not submitted; and 

(b) the Auditor-General may issue a special report on 
the delay. 

National Treasury 31 October 30 November 
2020 

31 December 
2020 

19(1)(b) Annual consolidated financial statements.—(1) A 
provincial treasury must— submit those statements to the 
Auditor-General within three months after the end of 
that financial year. 

Provincial Treasury 30 June 31 July 2020 31 August 
2020 

19(5) If the MEC for finance fails to submit the consolidated 
financial statements and the Auditor- General’s audit report 
on those statements to the provincial legislature within 
seven months after the end of the financial year to which 
those statements relate— 

(a) the MEC must submit to the legislature a written 
explanation setting out the reasons  why they were 
not submitted; and the Auditor-General may issue a 
special report on the delay. 

(b) the Auditor-General may issue a special report on 
the delay. 

Provincial Treasury 31 October 30 November 
2020 

31 December 
2020 
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Section Details Applicable 
Institution 

Deadline 
per PFMA 

Extension 
deadline 

Extension of 
deadline if 
lockdown is 
extended 

40(1)(c) Accounting officers’ reporting responsibilities.—(1) 
The accounting officer for a department, trading entity or 
constitutional institution— must submit those financial 
statements within two months after the end of the financial 
year to— 
(i) the Auditor-General for auditing; and 
(ii) the relevant treasury to enable that treasury to prepare 
consolidated financial 
statements in terms of section 8 or 19; 

Departments, 
Trading Entities 
and Constitutional 
Institutions 

31 May 30 June 2020 31 July 2020 

40(1)(d) Accounting officers’ reporting responsibilities.—(1) 
The accounting officer for a department, trading entity or 
constitutional institution— must submit within five months of 
the end of a financial year to the relevant treasury 
and, in the case of a department or trading entity, also to 
the executive authority responsible for that department or 
trading entity— 
(i) an annual report on the activities of that department, 
trading entity or 
constitutional institution during that financial year; 
(iii) the financial statements for that financial year after 
those statements have 
been audited; and 
(iii) the Auditor-General’s report on those statements; 

Departments, 
Trading Entities 
and Constitutional 
Institutions 

31 August 30 September 
2020 

31 October 
2020 

55(1)(c) Annual report and financial statements.—(1) The 
accounting authority for a public entity— must submit those 
financial statements within two months after the end of the 
financial year— 
(i) to the auditors of the public entity for auditing; and 
(ii) if it is a business enterprise or other public entity under 
the ownership control 

Public Entities 31 May 30 June 2020 31 July 2020 
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Section Details Applicable 
Institution 

Deadline 
per PFMA 

Extension 
deadline 

Extension of 
deadline if 
lockdown is 
extended 

of the national or a provincial government, to the relevant 
treasury 

55(1)(d) Annual report and financial statements.—(1) The 
accounting authority for a public entity—  must submit within 
five months of the end of a financial year to the relevant 
treasury, to the executive authority responsible for that 
public entity and, if the Auditor-General did not perform the 
audit of the financial statements, to the Auditor-General— 
(i) an annual report on the activities of that public entity 
during that financial year; 
(ii) the financial statements for that financial year after the 
statements have been audited; and 
(iii) the report of the auditors on those statements. 

Public entities 31 August 30 September 
2020 

31 October 
2020 

65(2) Tabling in legislatures - If an executive authority fails to 
table, in accordance with subsection (1) (a), the annual 
report and financial statements of the department or the 
public entity, and the audit report on those 
statements, in the relevant legislature within six months 
after the end of the financial year to which 
those statements relate— 
(a)the executive authority must table a written explanation 
in the legislature setting out 
the reasons why they were not tabled; and 
(b) the Auditor-General may issue a special report on the 
delay. 

Departments and 
Public entities 

30 
September 

31 October 
2020 

30 November 
2020 

 

Resources: 

 Gazette No. 43188 - Public Finance Management Act, 1999: Exemption from Act and Regulations  

 Public Finance Management Act, 1999 (Act No. 1 of 1999) 


